TITLE Il - H & STANDARDS | N THE CLASSROOM

Section 201 of the bill would anend Title Il of the ESEA in
its entirety, as foll ows:

PART A - TEACH NG TO H GH STANDARDS

Part A of Title Il would authorize a new programin the
ESEA by consolidating the existing E senhower State Gants
(Title 11) and I nnovative Education Program Strategies (Title
M) progranms in the ESEA and Title |1l of the Goals 2000:
Educate America Act.

SUBPART 1 - FINDINGS, PURPCBE, AND AUTHCR ZATI ON CF
APPRCPRI ATl ONS

Section 2111, findings. Section 2111 woul d set out
findings for Part A

Section 2112, purpose . Section 2112 would state that the
purpose of Part Ais to: (1) support States and LEAs in
continuing the task of devel opi ng chal | engi ng content and
student perfornmance standards and al i gned assessments, revising
curricula and teacher certification requirements, and using
chal l engi ng content and student perfornance standards to inprove
teaching and | earning; (2) ensure that teachers and
adm ni strators have access to professional devel opment that is
aligned with challenging State content and student perfornmance
standards in the core acadeni c subjects; (3) provi de assi stance
to new teachers during their first three years in the cl assroom
and (4) support the devel opment and acqui sition of curricular
materials and other instructional aids that are not nornally
provided as part of the regular instructional programand that
wi || advance | ocal standards-based school reformefforts.

Section 2113, authorizations of appropriations. Section
2113 woul d aut horize the appropriation of such sums as nmay be
necessary for each of the two operational subparts of Part A for
fiscal years 2001 through 2005.

SUBPART 2 - STATE AND LOCAL ACTIM TI ES

Section 2121, allocations to States. Section 2121 woul d
provide for allocations to the States, including the District of
Col unbi a and Puerto R co; the outlying areas; and school s
operated or funded by the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA). The
Secretary would reserve a total of one percent for the outlying
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areas and the BIA. The renai ning funds woul d be allocated to
States, based one-half on each State's share of funds under Part
Aof Title | for the previous fiscal year and one-half on each
State's relative share of the population aged 5 to 17. No State
may receive a grant that is |ess than one-half of one percent of
the armount available for State grants.

Section 2122, priority for professional devel oprment in

nmat henmat i cs and sci ence. Section 2122(a) woul d establish rul es
for the use of Part A funds for professional devel opnent in
mat henmati cs and science at various appropriations |evels. A key

priority of the Teaching to H gh Standards proposal is directing
Federal sources to support professional devel opnent that
strengthens instruction in the core academ c content areas,

i nstead of professional devel opment that uses general strategies
for inmproving classroominstruction that are not based on
academc content. Toward that end, the bill would require
States and LEAs to use funds for professional devel opment only
in the academ c content areas and woul d i ncrease the current

Ei senhower programs $250 mllion set-aside for professiona
devel opnent in mathematics and science to $300 nmillion. This
"trigger" neans that if the annual appropriation for Part Ais
$300 mllion or less, each State would be required to devote its
entire allocation to supporting professional devel opment in

mat henmati cs and science (including all funds retained at the
State level and those distributed by the SEA and the State
agency for higher education (SAHE) as grants to LEAs). For
years in which the appropriation is higher than $300 mllion
each State would be required to allocate a percentage of its
fundi ng toward nmat hemati cs and sci ence prof essi onal devel opnent
that is at least as nuch as the State woul d have recei ved had
the appropriation been $300 nmillion. The SEA and the SAHE woul d
jointly determine howthe State would structure the use of
State-level funding and grants to LEAs to nmeet this requirenent.

Section 2122(b) wou Id provide that, for purposes of neeting
the priority requirenents of subsection (a), professiona
devel opnent in mathenmatics and sci ence nay incl ude
interdisciplinary activities, as long as these activities
include a strong focus on mathemati cs and science. Subsection
(c) would require that funds in excess of the $300 m!lion
appropriation be used in one or nore of the core academc
subj ects, including nat henatics and sci ence.

Section 2123, State application. Section 2123 woul d
require each State to subnit an application that is devel oped by
the SEA in consultation with the SAHE, comuni ty-based and ot her
nonprofit organi zati ons with experience in providing
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prof essi onal devel opnent, and institutions of higher education
(IHES). This section would al so describe what States nust
include in their applications. The Secretary would have to
approve a State application if a peer-revi ew panel determ nes
that it satisfactorily addresses the application requiremnents
and hol ds reasonabl e proni se of achi eving the purposes of the
progr am

Section 2124, annual State reports. Section 2124 woul d
require a State to submt annual reports to the Secretary that
describe its activities under this program report on the
progress of subgrant recipients agai nst program perfornmance
indicators that the Secretary identifies and any other
indicators that the State requires, and contain other
information that the Secretary requires.

Section 2125, within-State all ocati ons. Section 2125 woul d
allowan SEA to reserve up to 10 percent of the State allocation
for State-level activities, program eval uations, and
admnistration. Not nore than one third of this reservation
could be used for adnmnistration. The SEA would al so have to
nake avail able to the SAHE an anount equal to what the State's
allocation would be if the anount of the appropriation for this
subpart were $60 nillion. Fromthe amount remaining, the SEA
woul d nake formul a and conpetitive subgrant awards to LEAs.
the anount that is reserved for LEAs, the SEA woul d al | ocate 50
percent to LEAs in proportion to the relative nunbers of
children, aged 5 to 17, fromlowincone famlies within the LEA
and award 50 percent to LEAs on a conpetitive basis.

Section 2126, State-level activities. Section 2126 woul d
provi de exanpl es of activities that SEAs could carry out with
the funds they reserve for State-level activities to pronote
hi gh-qual ity instruction.

Section 2127, subgrants to partnerships of institutions of

hi gher education and | ocal educational agencies. Section 2127
woul d all ow SAHES to reserve not nmore than 3 [ percent of their
allocation for admnistrative activities and program eval uati ons
and require them in cooperation with the SEA, to award
conpetitive subgrants to, or enter into contracts or cooperative
agreenents with, IHEs or nonprofit organi zations to provide

prof essi onal devel opnent in the core academ c subjects. These
awards woul d be for 3 years (which woul d be extended for 2 nore
years if the subgrantee is making substantial progress) and nade
using a peer-review process. The SAHE would give priority to
projects that focus on teacher induction prograns and coul d nake
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awards only to projects that include an LEA are coordinated
with activities carried out under Title Il of the H gher
Education Act of 1965 (if the LEAor IHEis participating in
that progran), and involve the I|HE s school or departnent of
education and the school or departnents in the specific

di sci plines in which the professional devel opment will be
provi ded.

Section 2127 would als o describe the activities that award
recipients nust carry out and require themto submt an annua
report to the SAHE, beginning with fiscal year 2002, on their
progress agai nst indicators of program perfornmance that the
Secretary may establish. The SAHE woul d provide the SEAwith
copi es of these reports.

Section 2128, conpetitive |ocal awards. Section 2128 woul d
require SEAs to award conpetitive subgrants to LEAs fromthe
funds reserved for that purpose under section 2125. The SEA
woul d use a peer-revi ew process that includes reviewers who are
know edgeabl e i n the acadenic content areas. SEAs would award
subgrants based on the quality of the applicants' proposals and
their |ikelihood of success, and on the denonstrated need of
applicants, based on specified criteria.

Section 2128 would al so require SEAs to adopt strategies to
ensure that LEAs with the greatest need are provided a
reasonabl e opportunity to receive an award. Subgrants woul d be
for a three-year period, which the SEA woul d extend for an
additional two years if it determines that the LEA is making
substantial progress toward neeting the goals in the LEA s
district-wide plan for raising student achi evement agai nst State
standards and agai nst the perfornmance indicators identified by
the Secretary under section 2136.

Section 2129, |local applications. Section 2129 woul d
require an LEA to subnit an application to the SEAin order to
be eligible to receive a formula or conpetitive subgrant. The
application would include a district-wide plan that describes
how the LEA will rai se student achi evenment against State
standards by: (1) supporting the alignnent of curricul a,
assessnents, and professional devel opnent to challenging State
and | ocal content standards. (2) provi di ng pr of essi onal
devel opnent in the core acadenic content areas; (3) carrying out
activities to assist new teachers during their first three years
in the classroom and (4) ensuring that teachers enpl oyed by the
LEA are proficient in teaching skills and content know edge.
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In addition, the LEA application would: (1) identify
specific goals for achieving the purposes of the program
(2) describe howthe LEA will address the needs of high-poverty,
| ow performng school s; (3) descri be how the LEA will address
t he needs of teachers of students with linmted English
proficiency and other students with special needs; (4) i ncl ude
an assurance that the LEAw Il collect data that measures
progress toward the indicators of program performance that the
Secretary identifies; (5) describe how the LEA will coordinate
funds under this subpart with professional devel opnent
activities funded through other State and Federal prograns;
(6) describe howthe LEAw Il use its subgrant funds awarded by
formula to address the itens in the district-w de plan described
above; and (7) describe howit would use the additional funds
froma conpetitive subgrant, if it is applying for one, to
i npl enent that plan.

Section 2130, uses of funds. Section 2130 woul d descri be
the activities an LEA may conduct with programfunds in order to
inplenent its district-w de plan

Section 2131, local accountability. Section 2131 woul d
require each LEA to subnit an annual report to the SEA
beginning in fiscal year 2002, that contains: (1) i nfornation

on its progress against the indicators of program perfornmance
that the Secretary identifies and against the LEA s program
goal s; (2) data disaggregated by school poverty |evel, as
defined by the Secretary; and (3) a description of the

net hodol ogy the subgrantee used to gather the data.

Section 2132, local cost-sharing requirenent. Section 2132
woul d provide that the Federal share of activities carried out
under Subpart 2 with funds received by formul a may not exceed

67 percent for any fiscal year. The Federal share of acti vities
carried out under this subpart with funds awarded on a
conpetitive basis could not exceed 85 percent during the first

year of the subgrant, 75 percent during the second year
65 percent during the third year, 55 percent during the fourth
year, and 50 percent during the fifth year

Section 2133, nai ntenance of effort. Section 2133 woul d
require each participating LEAto maintain its fiscal effort for
prof essi onal devel opnent at the average of its expenditures over
the previous three years.

Section 2134, equi pnent and t ext books. Section 2134 woul d
provi de that subgrantees may not use programfunds for
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equi pnent, conput er hardware, textbooks, telecomunications
fees, or other itens, that woul d ot herwi se be provided by the
LEA or State, or by a private school whose students receive
servi ces under the program

Section 2135, suppl enent, not suppl ant. Section 2135
woul d require an LEA to use programfunds only to suppl enent the
I evel of funds or resources that woul d ot herw se be made
avai |l abl e from non- Federal sources, and not to supplant those
non- Federal funds or resources.

Section 2136, program perfornance indicators. Section
2136 woul d require the Secretary to identify indicators of
program per f or rance agai nst whi ch recipients wuld report their
pr ogr ess.

Section 2137, definitions. Section 2137 woul d define "core
academ c subjects", "high-poverty |ocal educational agency",
"l ow performng school", and "prof essi onal devel oprent".

SUBPART 3 - NATIONAL ACTIM TI ES FOR THE | MPROVEMENT CF
TEACH NG AND SCHOOL LEADERSH P

Section 2141, program aut hori zed. Section 2141 woul d
authorize the Secretary to nake awards to a wi de variety of
public and private agencies and entities to support:
(1) activities of national significance that are not supporte d
t hrough other sources and that the Secretary determnes will
contribute to the inprovenent of teaching and school |eadership
inthe Nation's schools; (2) activities of national significance
that will contribute to the recruitnent and retention of highly
qualified teachers and principals in high-poverty LEAs; (3) a
national evaluation of the Part A program and (4) the Nationa
Board for Professional Teaching Standards. Section 2141(b)(5)
woul d direct the Secretary to provide support for the E senhower
National d earinghouse for Mathematics and Sci ence Education
under section 2142.

Section 2142, Ei senhower National d earinghouse for
Mat hemati cs and Sci ence Educati on. Section 2142 woul d retain,
with few changes, the authority in current section 2102(b) for
t he B senhower National d earinghouse for Mathenatics and
Sci ence Education, as foll ows:

Subsection (a) would provide authority for the
d eari nghouse.
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Subsection (b) would authorize activities and establish
certain requirenents related to the d earinghouse, including the
application and award process, the duration of the grant or
contract, the activities the award reci pient nmust carry out, the
subm ssion of materials to the Q eari nghouse, and the
establ i shment of a steering committee.
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PART B — TRANSI TI ON TO TEACH NG TROCPS TO TEAGHERS

Section 2111, findings. Section 2211 of the ESEA woul d set
out the Congressional findings for the new Part B. |n the next
decade, school districts will need to hire nore than 2 mllion
teachers, especially in the areas of nath, science, foreign
| anguages, special education, and bilingual education. The need
for teachers able to teach in high-poverty school districts wil
be particularly high. To neet this need, tal ented Anericans of
all ages should be recruited to becone successful, qualified
t eachers.

Nearly 28 percent of teachers of academ c subjects have
neither a nmajor nor a mnor in their main assignnment fields.
This problemis even nore acute in high-poverty areas, where the
out-of-field percentage is 39.

Additionally, the Third International Mith and Sci ence
Study (TIMSS) ranked U.S. high school seniors |ast among 16
countries in physics, and next to last in math. Based mainly on
TIMBS data, it is also evident that a stronger enphasis needs to
be placed on the academ c preparation of our children in math
and sci ence.

Further, one-fourth of high-poverty schools find it very
difficult to fill bilingual teaching positions, and nearly half
of public school teachers have students in their classroons for
whom Engl i sh is a second | anguage.

Many career-changi ng professionals with strong content-area
skills are interested in naking a transition to a teaching
career, but need assistance in getting the appropriate
pedagogi cal trai ning and cl assroom experience. The Troops to
Teachers nodel has been highly successful in |inking high-
quality teachers to teach in high-poverty school districts.

Section 2212, purpose. Section 2212 of the ESEA woul d
establish the statenent of purpose for the program which would
be to address the need of high-poverty school districts for
highly qualified teachers in subject areas such as mat henatics,
sci ence, foreign | anguages, bilingual education, and specia
educati on needed by those school districts. This would be
acconpl i shed by continuing and enhancing the Transition to
Teachi ng nmodel for recruiting and supporting the placenent of
such teachers, and by recruiting, preparing, placing, and
supporting career-changi ng prof essi onal s who have know edge and
experience that woul d hel p them becone such teachers.
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Section 2213, program aut hori zed. Section 2213 of the ESEA
woul d establish the programauthority and the authorization of
appropriations for the Transition to Teaching program Under
section 2213(a), the Secretary woul d be authorized to use funds
appropriated under section 2213(c) for each fiscal year to award
grants, contracts, or cooperative agreenents to institutions of
hi gher education and public and private nonprofit agencies or
organi zations to carry out prograns authorized by this part.

Section 2213(b) (1) (A woul d provide that, before maki ng any
awar ds under section 2213(a), the Secretary would be required to
consult with the Secretaries of Defense and Transportation with
respect to the appropriate amount of funding necessary to
continue and enhance the Troops to Teachers program
Additionally, section 2213(b)(1)(B) woul d provide that, upon
agreenent, the Secretary woul d transfer the amount under section
2213(b) (1) (A to the Departnent of Defense to carry out the
Troops to Teachers program Further, section 2213(b)(2) woul d
allowthe Secretary to enter into a witten agreement with the
Departnents of Defense and Transportation, or take such steps as
the Secretary determnes are appropriate to ensure effective
continuation of the Troops to Teachers program

Finally, section 2213(c) woul d authorize the appropriation
of such suns as nmay be necessary to carry out Part B for fiscal
years 2001 through 2005.

Section 2214, application. Section 2214 of the ESEA woul d
establish the application requirenents. Section 2214 woul d
provide that an applicant that desires a grant under Part B nust
submt to the Secretary an application containing such
information as the Secretary may require. Applicants would be
required to: (1) include a description of the target group of
car eer - changi ng professionals on which they would focus in
carrying out their prograns under this part, including a
description of the characteristics of that target group that
shows how t he know edge and experience of its nenbers is
relevant to neeting the purpose of this part; (2) descri be how
it plans to identify and recruit programparticipants;

(3) include a description of the training programparticipants

woul d receive and how that training would relate to their
certification as teachers; (4) describe howit would ensure that
program partici pants were placed and woul d teach in high-poverty
LEAs; (5) include a description of the teacher induction

services that programpartici pants woul d receive throughout at
least their first year of teaching; (6) i ncl ude a description of
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how t he appl i cant woul d col | aborate, as needed, with other
institutions, agencies, or organizations to recruit, train,

pl ace, and support programparticipants under this part,

i ncl udi ng evi dence of the commtment of the institutions,
agenci es, or organizations to the applicant's program

(7) include a description of how the applicant woul d eval uate
the progress and effectiveness of its program including the
programis goal s and obj ectives, the performance indicators the
applicant would use to neasure the programis progress, and the
out cone neasures that woul d be used to deternine the programs
effectiveness; and (8) subnit an assurance that the applicant
woul d provide to the Secretary such information as the Secretary
determ nes necessary to deternmine the overall effectiveness of
prograns under this part.

Section 2215, uses of funds and period of service. Section
2215 of the ESEA woul d describe the activities authorized under
Part B. Under section 2215(a), Part B funds coul d be used to:
(1) recruit programparticipants, including informng them of
opportunities under the programand putting themin contact with
other institutions, agencies, or organi zations that would train,
pl ace, and support them (2) aut hori ze training stipends and
other financial incentives for programparticipants, not to
exceed $5,000, in the aggregate, per participant; (3) assi st
institutions of higher education or other providers of teacher
training to meet the particul ar needs of professionals who are
changing their careers to teaching; (4) aut hori ze pl acenent
activities, including identifying high-poverty LEAs with needs
for particular skills and characteristics of the newy trained
program partici pants and assisting those participants to obtain
enpl oynent in those LEAs; and (5) aut hori ze post - pl acenent
i nduction or support activities for programparticipants.

Section 2215(b) woul d establish the required period of
service for programpartici pants. Under section 2215(b), a
program partici pant who conpl etes his or her training would be
required to teach in a high-poverty LEA for at |east three
years. Section 2215(c) would allow the Secretary to establish
appropriate requirenents to ensure that programpartici pants who
receive a training stipend or other financial incentive, but
fail to conplete their service obligation, repay all or a
portion of such stipend or other incentive.

Section 2216, equitable distribution. Section 2216 of the
ESEA woul d require the Secretary, to the extent practicable, to
nmake awards under Part B that support prograns in different
geogr aphi c regions of the Nation
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Section 2217, definitions. Section 2217 of the ESEA woul d
establish definitions for the program Section 2217(1) woul d
define the term"high-poverty | ocal educational agency" as an
LEA in which the percentage of children, ages 5 though 17, from
famlies belowthe poverty line is 20 percent or greater, or the
nunber of such children exceeds 10,000. Section 2217(2) woul d
define the term"program partici pants" as career-changi ng
professionals who hold at | east a baccal aureat e degree,
denonstrate interest in, and commitnent to, becomng a teacher,
and have know edge and experience rel evant to teaching a high-
need subject area in a high-poverty LEA
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PART C - EARLY CH LDHOCD EDUCATCR PROFESSI ONAL DEVELCPMENT

Section 2301, purpose. Section 2301 of the ESEA woul d
establ i sh the purpose of the new Part C program which is to
support the national effort to attain the first of Arerica's
Educati on Goal s by enhanci ng school readi ness and preventing
reading difficulties in young children, through early chil dhood
education prograns that inprove the know edge and skills of
early chil dhood educators working in high-poverty comrunities.
The programwoul d hel p neet the need for early chil dhood
educators in high-poverty conmunities with limted access to
early chil dhood education and to high-quality early chil dhood
educat i on prof essi onal s.

Section 2302, program aut hori zed. Section 2302(a) of the
ESEA woul d aut hori ze the Secretary to nmake conpetitive grants to
eligible partnerships. An eligible partnership would consi st
of: (1) at least one institution of higher education that
provi des prof essional devel opnent for early chil dhood educators
who work with children fromlowinconme famlies in high-need
communities, or another public or private, nonprofit entity that
provi des that professional devel oprment; and (2) at | east one
other public or private nonprofit agency or organi zation, such
as an LEA, an SEA, a State hunan services agency, a State or
| ocal agency admini stering prograns under the Child Care and
Devel opnent Bl ock Grant Act of 1990, or a Head Start agency.

Section 2302(b) would direct the Secretary to give a
priority to applications frompartnerships that include at |east
one LEA that operates early chil dhood prograns for children from
lowincone fanmilies in high-need communities.

Section 2302(c) would authorize grants for up to four
years, and limt each grantee to one grant under this program

Section 2303, applications. Section 2303 of the ESEA woul d
set out requirenents for applications for funds. Among ot her
i nfornmation, each application would include a description of the
hi gh-need community to be served; information on the quality of
the early chil dhood educator professional devel opnent program
currently being conducted by a nenber of the partnership; the
results of the applicant's assessment of the professiona
devel opnent needs of early chil dhood education providers to be
served by the partnership and in the broader comrunity and how
the project will address those needs; a description of howthe
proposed project would be carried out; descriptions of the
project's specific objectives and how progress toward those
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obj ectives will be neasured; how the applicant plans to
institutionalize project activities once Federal funding ends;
an assurance that, where applicable, the project will provide
appropriate professional devel opnent to volunteer staff, as well
as to paid staff; and an assurance that the applicant consulted
with, and will consult with, rel evant agencies and organi zati ons
that are not nmenbers of the partnership.

Section 2304, sel ection of grantees. Section 2304 of the
ESEA woul d require the Secretary to select grantees according to
both the community's need for assistance and the quality of
applications, and seek to ensure that communities in urban and
rural communities and in different regions of the Nation are
served.

Section 2305, uses of funds. Section 2305 of the ESEA
would require that, in general, grant recipients use grant funds
to carry out activities that will inprove the know edge and

skills of early childhood educators who are working in early
chi | dhood prograns serving concentrations of poor children in
hi gh-need communities. Al owabl e professional devel opnent
activities for early chil dhood educators include, but woul d not
be limted to, activities that: famliarize early chil dhood
educators with recent research on child, |anguage, and literacy
devel opnent and on early chil dhood pedagogy; train themto work
with parents, and with children with [imted English
proficiency, disabilities, and other special needs; assist
educators during their first three years in the field;

devel opnent and i npl enent ati on of prof essi onal devel oprent
prograns for early chil dhood educators using distance |earning
and ot her technol ogies; and data coll ection, evaluation, and
reporting activities necessary to meet programaccountability
requi renents.

Section 2306, accountability. Section 2306(a) of the ESEA
woul d require the Secretary to announce perfornmance indicators,
designed to neasure the quality of the professional devel opnent
on the early chil dhood education provided by the individuals
trai ned, and such other neasures of programinpact as the
Secretary determnes. Section 2306(b) would require projects to
report annually on their progress in meeting these perfornance
indicators. The Secretary could terminate a grant if the
grantee is not naking satisfactory progress agai nst the
Secretary's indicators.

Section 2307, cost-sharing. Section 2307 of the ESEA woul d
require each grantee to contribute at least half of the overal
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cost of its project, including at | east 20 percent in each year
fromot her sources, which may include other Federal sources.

The Secretary could waive or nodify this requirenent in the case
of denonstrated financial hardship.

Section 2308, definitions. Section 2308 of the ESEA woul d
define the terns "high-need coomunity", "lowincome famly", and
"early chil dhood educator".

Section 2309, Federal coordination. Section 2309 of the
ESEA woul d direct the Secretaries of Education and Heal th and
Human Services to coordinate activities of this program and
ot her early childhood prograns that they admnister.

Section 2310, authorization of appropriations. Section
2310 of the ESEA woul d aut horize the appropriation of such sumns
as may be necessary for fiscal year 2001 and each of the four
succeeding fiscal years to carry out Part C
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PART D — TECHN CAL ASS| STANCE PROGRAMS

Section 2401, findings. Section 2401 of the ESEA woul d
state the Congressional findings for Part D as foll ows:
(1) sustained, high-quality technical assistance that responds
to State and | ocal denmand supported by wi dely di sseninat ed
resear ch-based i nformati on on what constitutes high-quality
t echni cal assistance and howto identify high-quality technica
assi stance providers, can enhance the opportunity for al
children to achieve to chall enging State academ c content and
st udent performance standards; (2) an integrated system for
acqui ring, using, and supplying techni cal assistance is
essential to inproving prograns and affording all children this
opportunity; (3) States, LEAs, tribes, and schools serving
students with special needs, such as educationally di sadvant aged
students and students with linmted English proficiency , have
clear needs for technical assistance in order to use funds under
the ESEA to provide those students with opportunities to achi eve
to challenging State academ c content standards and student
per f or rance standards; (4) current technical assistance and
dissemnation efforts are insufficiently responsive to the needs
of States, LEAs, schools, and tribes for help in identifying
their particular needs for technical assistance and devel opi ng
and inplenmenting their own integrated systens for using the
vari ous sources of funding for technical assistance activities
under the ESEA (as well as other Federal, State, and | oca
resources) to inprove teaching and learning and to inpl enent
nore effectively the prograns authorized by the ESEA; and
(5) the Internet and other forns of advanced tel ecomuni cations
technol ogy are an inportant neans of providing infornmati on and
assi stance in a cost-effective way.

Section 2402, purpose. Section 2402 of the ESEA woul d
state the purpose for Part D as being to create a conprehensive
and cohesi ve, national system of t echni cal assi stance and
dissemnation that is based on nmarket principles in responding
to the demand for, and expandi ng the supply of, high-quality
techni cal assistance. This systemwould support States, LEAs,
tribes, schools, and other recipients of funds under the ESEA in
i npl enenti ng standar ds-based reformand i nprovi ng student
performance through: (1) the provision of financial support and
inpartial, research-based information designed to assist States
and hi gh-need LEAs to devel op and inpl enent their own integrated
systens of technical assistance and select high-quality
techni cal assistance activities and providers for use in those
systens; (2) the establishnent of technical assistance centers
in areas that reflect identified national needs, in order to
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ensure the availability of strong technical assistance in those
areas; (3) the integration of all technical assistance and
information di ssenmnation activities carried out or supported by
the Departnment of Education in order to ensure conprehensive
support for school inprovenent; (4) the creation of a

t echnol ogy- based system for dissemnating infornation about
ways to inprove educational practices throughout the Nation

that reflects input fromstudents, teachers, admnistrators, and
ot her individuals who participate in, or may be affected by, the
Nation's educational system and (5) national eval uations of
ef fective technical assistance.

SUBPART 1 — STRENGTHENI NG THE CAPAA TY CF STATE AND LOCAL
EDUCATI ONAL AGENA ES TO BECOVE EFFECTI VE, | NFORMED CONSUMERS CF
TECHN CAL ASS| STANCE

Section 2411, purpose. Section 2411 of the ESEA woul d
state the purposes of Subpart 1 of Part Dof Title Il. Section
2411(1) woul d state one such purpose as being to provide grants
to SEAs and LEAs in order to: (1) respond to the grow ng denand
for increased |ocal decisionnmaking in determning technica
assi stance needs and appropri ate techni cal assistance services;
(2) encourage SEAs and LEAs to assess their technical assistance
needs and how their various sources of funding for technica
assi stance under the ESEA and from ot her sources can best be
coordinated to neet those needs (including their needs to
collect and anal yze data); (3) build the capacity of SEAs and
LEAs to use technical assistance effectively and thereby inprove
their ability to provide the opportunity for all children to
achi eve to chall enging State acadenic content standards and
student performance standards; and (4) assist SEAs and LEAs in
acquiring high-quality technical assistance.

Section 2411(2) would state the other purpose of Subpart 1
as being to establish an i ndependent source of consumner
information regarding the quality of technical assistance
activities and providers, in order to assist SEAs and LEAs, and
ot her consuners of technical assistance that receive funds under
the ESEA, in selecting technical assistance activities and
providers for their use.

Section 2412, allocation of funds. Section 2412 of the
ESEA woul d descri be how funds appropriated to carry out Subpart
1 would be allocated. Fromthose appropriations for any fisca
year, the Secretary would first allocate one percent of the
funds to the Bureau of Indian Affairs and the Qutlying Areas, in
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accordance with their respective needs for such funds (as
determned by the Secretary) to carry out activities that neet
the purposes of Subpart 1. The Secretary would al |l ocate two-
thirds of the remaining funds to SEAs in accordance with the
formul a described in section 2413 and all ocate one-third of the
remai ning funds to the 100 LEAs with the | argest nunber of
children counted under section 1124(c) of the ESEA in
accordance with the formul a described in section 2416.

Section 2413, formula grants to State educati onal agenci es.

Section 2413 of the ESEA woul d set out the forrmula for awarding
grants to States. The Secretary would all ocate funds anong the
States in proportion to the relative amounts each State woul d
have received for Basic Gants under Subpart 2 of Part A of
Title | of the ESEA for the nost recent fiscal year, if the
Secretary had disregarded the all ocati ons under that subpart to
LEAs that are eligible to receive direct grants under new
section 2416. This allocation would be adjusted as necessary to
ensure that, of the total amount allocated to States and to LEAs
under section 2416, the percentage allocated to a State under
section 2413 and to localities in the State under section 2416
is at least the percentage used for the snmall-State m ni nrum
under section 1124(d) for the previous fiscal year. The
Secretary would al so reallocate to other States any anount of
any State's allocation under section 2413 of the ESEA that woul d
not be required to carry out the activities for which such
anount has been allocated for a fiscal year.

Section 2414, State application. Section 2414 of the ESEA
woul d describe the application requirenents for State formul a
grants. Each State seeking a grant under Subpart 1 would be
required to subnit an application to the Secretary at such tine,
in such manner, and contai ning such information as the Secretary
may require. Each such application wuld be required to
describe: (1) the State's need for, and the capacity of the SEA
to provide, technical assistance in inplenenting progranms under
t he ESEA (including assistance on the coll ection and anal ysi s of
data) and in inplenenting the State plan or policies for
conpr ehensi ve, standards-based education reform (2) howthe
State will use the funds provided under this subpart to
coordinate all its sources of funds for technical assistance,
including all sources of such funds under the ESEA, into an
i ntegrated systemof providing technical assistance to LEAs, and
other local recipients of funds under the ESEA, within the State
and i npl enent that system (3) the SEA's plan for using funds
fromall sources under the ESEA to build its capacity, through
the acquisition of outside technical assistance and other neans,
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to provide technical assistance to LEAs and other recipients
within the State; (4) how, in carrying out technical assistance
activities using funds provided fromall sources under the ESEA
the State will assist LEAs and schools in providing high-quality
education to all children served under the ESEA to achi eve to
chal | engi ng acadenm c standards, give the highest priority to
neeting the needs of high-poverty, |ow performng LEAs (taking
into consideration any assi stance that the LEAs may be receiving
under section 2416), and give special consideration to LEAs and
other recipients of funds under the ESEA serving rural and
isolated areas. The Secretary would be required to approve a
State's application for funds if it neets these requirenents and
is of sufficient quality to neet the purposes of Subpart 1. In
determ ning whether to approve a State's application, the
Secretary would be required to take into consideration the

advi ce of peer reviewers, and coul d not di sapprove any
application without giving the State notice and opportunity for
a hearing.

Section 2415, State uses of funds. Section 2415 of the
ESEA woul d describe the permissible uses of State formul a grant
funds under Subpart 1. The SEA coul d use these funds to:
(1) build its capacity (and the capacity of ot her State agencies
that inplement ESEA prograns) to use ESEA technical assistance
funds effectively through the acquisition of high-quality
techni cal assistance, and the selection of high-quality
techni cal assistance activities and providers, that neet the
t echni cal assistance needs identified by the State; (2) devel op,
coordinate, and inplenent an integrated systemthat provides
techni cal assistance to LEAs and ot her ESEA recipients within
the State, directly, through contracts, or through subgrants to
LEAs, or other ESEA recipients of funds, for activities that
neet the purposes of Subpart 1, and uses all sources of funds
provided for technical assistance, including all ESEA sources;
and (3) acquire the technical assistance it needs to increase
opportunities for all children to achieve to challenging State
academ c content standards and student performance standards,
and to inplenent the State's plan or policies for conprehensive
st andar ds- based education reform

A State's integrated systemof providing t echni cal
assi stance coul d incl ude assi stance on such activities as:
(1) inplementing State standards in the classroom including
aligning instruction, curriculum assessnents, and ot her aspects
of school reformwith those standards; (2) col l ecting,
di saggregating, and using data to anal yze and inprove the
i npl enent ation, and i ncrease the inpact, of educational
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prograns; (3) conducting needs assessnents and pl anni ng
intervention strategies that are aligned with State goal s and
accountability systens; (4) pl anni ng and i npl enenti ng effective,
resear ch-based reformstrategi es, including school wi de reforns,
and strategies for naking school s safe, disciplined, and drug-
free; (5) inproving the quality of teaching and the ability of
teachers to serve students with special needs (including
educational | y di sadvant aged students and students with limted
English proficiency); and (6) pl anni ng and i npl enent i ng
strategies to pronote opportunities for all children to achieve
to challenging State academ c content standards and student
per f or mrance st andar ds.

Section 2416, Gants to large | ocal educati onal agenci es.

Section 2416 of the ESEA woul d describe the fornula for
providing grants under Subpart 1 to the 100 | argest, high-need
LEAs. Under section 2416, the Secretary woul d al | ocate funds
anong the LEAs described in section 2412(2)(B) in proportion to
the relative amounts allocated to each such LEA for Basic Gants
under Subpart 2 of Part A of Title | for the nost recent fiscal
year. As under the State fornula in section 2413, the Secretary
woul d be required to reall ocate unused LEA all ocati ons.

Section 2417, |local application. Section 2417 of the ESEA
woul d detail the application requirements that the LEAs nust
neet to receive direct grants under Subpart 1. Each LEA woul d
be required to subnit an application to the Secretary at such
time, in such manner, and containing such infornation as the
Secretary may require. Each application would be required to
describe: (1) the LEA s need for technical assistance in
i npl enenti ng ESEA prograns (including assi stance on the use and
analysis of data) and in inplenenting the State's, or its own,
plan or policies for conprehensive standards-based education
reform (2) howthe LEAw Il use the grant funds to coordi nate
all its various sources of funds for technical assistance,
including all ESEA sources and other sources, into an integrated
system for acquiring and using outside technical assistance and
other nmeans of building its own capacity to provide the
opportunity for all children to achieve to challenging State
academ c content standards and student perfornmance standards
i npl enenting prograns under the ESEA, and inplenent that system
In determning whether to approve a State's application, the
Secretary would be required to take into consideration the
advi ce of peer reviewers, and coul d not di sapprove any
application without giving the State notice and opportunity for
a hearing.

I1-19



Section 2418, |ocal uses of funds. Section 2418 of the
ESEA woul d describe the ways in which an LEA coul d use direct
grant funds awarded under Subpart 1. The LEA coul d use those
funds to: (1) build its capacity to use ESEA technica
assi stance funds through the acquisition of high-quality
t echni cal assistance and the selection of high-quality technica
assi stance activities and providers that meet its technica
assi stance needs; (2) develop, coordinate, and inpl enent an
integrated systemof providing technical assistance toits
school s using all sources of funds provided for technica
assi stance, including all ESEA sources; and (3) acquire the
technical assistance it needs to increase opportunities for al
children to achieve to chall enging State academ ¢ content
standards and student perfornance standards and to inplenent the
State's, or its own, plan or policies for conprehensive
st andar ds- based education reform An LEA nay use these funds for
techni cal assi stance activities such as those described in
section 2415(b) of the ESEA

Section 2419, equitable services for private school s.
Section 2419 of the ESEA woul d descri be how equitabl e services
woul d be provided to private schools. First, if an SEA or LEA
uses funds under Subpart 1 to provide professional devel oprment
for teachers or school admnistrators, the SEA or LEA woul d be
required to provide for professional devel opment for teachers or
school admnistrators in private schools |ocated in the same
geographic area on an equitable basis. Snilarly, if an SEA or
LEA uses funds under Subpart 1 to provide infornati on about
State educational goals, standards, or assessnents, the SEA or
LEA woul d be required to provide that information, upon request,
to private schools located in the sane geographi c area.

However, if an SEA or LEA is prohibited by | aw from neeting
these requirenments, or the Secretary deternmnes the SEA or LEA
has substantially failed or is unwilling to conply with these
requirenents, the Secretary shall waive these requirenments and
arrange for the provision of professional devel opnent services
for the private school teachers or school admnistrators,
consistent with applicable State goals and standards and section
11806 of the ESEA

Section 2419A, consuner i nformnation. Section 2419A of the
ESEA woul d require the Secretary to establish, through one or
nore contracts, an independent source of consurer information
regarding the quality and effectiveness of technical assistance
activities and providers available to States, LEAs, and other
reci pients of funds under the ESEA, in selecting technica
assi stance activities and providers for their use. Such a
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contract could be awarded for a period of up to five years, and
the Secretary could reserve, fromthe funds appropriated to
carry out Subpart 1 for any fiscal year, such sums as the
Secretary determnes necessary to carry out section 2419A

Section 2419B, authorization of appropriations. Section
2419B of the ESEA woul d aut horize the appropriation of such suns
as may be necessary for fiscal year 2001 and for each of the
four succeeding fiscal years to carry out Subpart 1.

SUBPART 2 — TECHNI CAL ASSI STANCE CENTERS SERVI NG SPEA AL NEEDS

Section 2421, general provisions. Section 2421 of the ESEA
woul d set out the general provisions applicable to all technical
assi stance providers that receive funds under Subpart 2, all
consortia that receive funds under proposed Subpart 2 of Part B
of Title Ill of the ESEA (as anended by Title IIl of the bhill),
and the educational |aboratories, and cl eari nghouses of the
Educati onal Resources Information Center, supported under the
Educati onal Research, Devel opnent, D ssemnation, and
| nprovenent Act. Each provider, consortium |aboratory or
cl eari nghouse woul d be required to: (1) participate in a
techni cal assistance network with the Departnent and ot her
federal |y supported technical assistance providers in order to
coordi nate services and resources; (2) ensure that the services
they provide are high-quality, cost-effective, reflect the best
information avail able fromresearch and practice, and are
aligned with State and | ocal education reformefforts; (3) in
col | aboration with SEAs in the States served, educational
servi ce agenci es (where appropriate), and representatives of
hi gh-poverty, |ow performng urban and rural LEAs in each State
served, develop a targeted approach to providing technica
assi stance that gives priority to providing i nt ensi ve, ongoi ng
services to high-poverty LEAs and schools that are nmost in need
of raising student achi evenent (such as schools identified as in
need of inprovenent under section 1116(c) of the ESEA);

(4) cooperate with the Secretary in carrying out activities
(including technical assistance activities authorized by ot her

ESEA prograns) such as publicly dissemnating materials and
information that are produced by the Departnent and are rel evant
to the purpose, expertise, and mssion of the technica

assi stance provider; and (5) use technol ogy, including

el ectroni ¢ di ssem nati on networks and | nternet-based resources,

in innovative ways to provide high-quality technical assistance.
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Section 2422, centers for technical assistance on the needs

of special popul ations. Section 2422 of the ESEA woul d
authorize the Secretary to award grants, contracts, or
cooperative agreenents to public or private nonprofit entities
(or consortia of those entities) to operate two new centers to
provi de techni cal assistance to SEAs, LEAs, schools, tribes,
communi ty- based organi zations, and other recipients of funds
under the ESEA concerning how to address the specific
linguistic, cultural, or other needs of limted English
proficient, mgratory, Indian, and A aska Native students, and
educational strategies for enabling those students to achieve to
chal l enging State acadenic content and performance standards.
An entity could receive an anard to operate a center only if it
denonstrates, to the satisfaction of the Secretary, that it has
expertise in these needs and strategies, and an award under
section 2422 could be up to 5 years in duration

Under section 2422(c), each center would be required to
nmai ntai n appropri ate staff expertise, and provi de support,
training, and assistance to SEAs, tribes, LEAs, schools, and
ot her ESEA funding recipients in neeting the needs of the
students in these special popul ations, including the
coordi nation of other Federal progranms and State and | oca
prograns, resources, and reforns. Each center would be required
to give priority to providing services to school s, including
Bureau of Indian Affairs-funded schools, that educate the
students described in subsection (a)(1) (A and have the highest
percentages or nunbers of children in poverty and the | owest
student achi evenent | evels.

Under section 2422(d), the Secretary would be required to:
(1) develop a set of performance indicators that assesses
whet her the work of the centers assists in inproving teaching
and | earning under the ESEA for students in the specia
popul ati ons descri bed; (2) conduct surveys every two years of
entities to be served under this section to determne if they
are satisfied with the access to, and quality of, the services
provided; (3) collect, as part of the Departnent's revi ews of
ESEA prograns, information about the availability and quality of
services provided by the centers, and share that information
with the centers; and (4) t ake what ever steps are reasonabl e and
necessary to ensure that each center perforns its
responsibilities in a satisfactory manner, which may incl ude
termnation of an award under this part, the selection of a new
center, and any necessary interimarrangenents. Al of these
activities are designed to ensure the quality and effectiveness
of the proposed centers.
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Section 2422(e) woul d authorize the appropriation of such
suns as may be necessary for fiscal year 2001 and for each of
the four succeeding fiscal years to carry out the purposes of
section 2422.

Section 2423, parental infornmation and resource centers.

Section 2423 of the ESEA woul d authorize Parental |nfornation
and Resource Centers ( PIRGCs), which are currently authorized
under Title IV of the Goal s 2000: Educate America Act.

Section 2423(a ) would authorize the Secretary to award
grants, contracts, or cooperative agreements to nonprofit
organi zations that serve parents (particularly those
organi zations that nake substantial efforts to reach | owincone,
mnority, or limted English proficient parents) to establish
PIRCs. The PIRCs would coordinate the efforts of Federal,
State, and | ocal parent education and famly invol verent
initiatives. In addition, the PI RCs woul d provide training,
information, and support to SEAs, LEAs (particularly LEAs with
hi gh-poverty and | ow perform ng schools), schools (particularly
hi gh-poverty and | ow perform ng school s), and organi zations that
support fam |l y-school partnerships (such as parent teacher
organi zations). In naking awards, the Secretary woul d be
required, to the greatest extent possible, to ensure that each
State is served by at |east one award recipient. Currently,
there are PIRCs in all 50 States, the District of Col unbi a,
Puerto R co, and each territory.

Section 2423(b) woul d establish the appli cation
requirenents for the PIRCs. Applicants desiring assistance
under section 2423 woul d be required to submt an application at
such time, and in such nanner, as the Secretary shall determ ne
At a mininum the application wuld include: a description of
the applicant’s capacity and expertise to inplenent a grant
under section 2423; a description of how the applicant woul d use
its award to hel p SEAs and LEAs, schools, and non-profit
organi zations in the State (particularly those organi zati ons
that make substantial efforts to reach a | arge nunber or
percentage of |owincone, mnority, or limted English
proficient children) to: (1) identify barriers to parent or
famly involvenment in schools, and strategies to overcone those
barriers; and (2) inplenent high-quality parent education and
famly invol vement prograns that inprove the capacity of parents
to participate nore effectively in the education of their
children, support the effective inplenentation of research-based
instructional activities that support parents and famlies in
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pronoting early | anguage and |iteracy devel opnent and support
school s in pronoting neani ngful parent and famly invol venent; a
description of the applicant’s plan to dissemnate information
on high-quality parent education and fanly invol verrent prograns
to LEAs, schools, and non-profit organizations that serve
parents in the State; a description of how the applicant woul d
coordinate its activities with the activities of other Federal
State, and | ocal parent education and famly invol verent
prograns and with national, State, and |ocal organizations that
provide parents and famlies with training, information, and
support on howto help their children prepare for success in
school and achi eve to high acadenic standards; a description of
how t he appl i cant woul d use technol ogy, particularly the

Vorl dwi de Wb, to dissemnate information; and a description of
the applicant’s goals for the center, as well as baseline
indicators for each of the goals, a tinmeline for achieving the
goal s, and interi mneasures of success toward achieving the
goal s.

Section 2423(c) would lint the Federal share to not nore
than 75 percent of the cost of a PIRC. The non-Federal share
may be in cash or in kind. Under current |law, a grant recipient
must provide a match in each fiscal year after the first year of
the grant, but does not specify the anount of the natch.

Section 2423(d) (1) would establish the all owabl e uses for
program funds. Recipients would be required to use their awards
to support SEAs and LEAs, schools, and non-profit organizations
in inplenenting prograns that provide parents with training,

i nformation, and support on how to help their children achieve
to high academ c standards. Such activities could include:

assi stance in the inplenentation of prograns that support
parents and fanmlies in pronoting early | anguage and |iteracy
devel opnent and prepare children to enter school ready to
succeed in school ; assistance in devel opi ng networks and ot her
strategies to support the use of research-based, proven nodel s
of parent education and fanmly invol venent, including the
"Parents as Teachers" and "Hone Instruction Programfor
Preschool Youngsters" prograns, to pronote children's

devel opnent and | earni ng; assistance in preparing parents to
comuni cate nore effectively with teachers and ot her

prof essi onal educators and support staff, and providing a neans
for on-goi ng, neani ngful communication between parents and
school s; assi stance in devel opi ng and i npl enenti ng parent
education and fam |y invol venent programs that increase parental
know edge about standards-based school reform and di ssemnating
i nfornmati on on prograns, resources, and services avail able at
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the national, State, and local |evels that support parent and
famly involvenment in the education of their school -age
chil dren

Section 2423(d)(2) would require that each recipient use at
|east 75 percent of its award to support activities that serve
areas with large nunbers or concentrati ons of |owincome
famlies. CQurrently, recipients are required to use 50 percent
of their funds to provide services to | owincone areas.

Section 2423(e) would authorize the Secretary to reserve up
to 5 percent of the funds appropriated for section 2423 to
provi de techni cal assistance to the PIRCs and to carry out
eval uations of programactivities.

Section 2423(f) of the ESEA woul d set out three
definitions, taken fromcurrent |aw, for purposes of section
2423. The term"parent education" woul d be defined to include
parent support activities, the provision of resource materials
on child devel opnent, parent-child learning activities and child
rearing issues, private and group educational gui dance,

i ndi vidual and group | earni ng experiences for the parent and
child, and other activities that enabl e the parent to inprove
learning in the hone.

The term"Parents as Teachers progran? woul d be defined as
a voluntary chil dhood parent education programthat: is
designed to provide all parents of children frombirth through
age 5 with the infornmati on and support that such parents need to
give their child a solid foundation for school success; is based
on the Mssouri Parents as Teachers nodel, wth the phil osophy
that parents are their child' s first and nost influentia
teachers; provides regularly schedul ed personal visits with
famlies by certified parent educators; provides regularly
schedul ed devel opnental screeni ngs; and provides |inkage with
ot her resources within the coomunity to provi de services that
parents nay want and need, except that such services are beyond
the scope of the Parents As Teachers program

The term"Home Instruction for Preschool Youngsters
progran’ woul d be defined as a voluntary early-|earning program
for parents with one or nore children between the ages of 3
through 5 that provides support, training, and appropriate
educational materials necessary for parents to inplenment a
school -readi ness, hone instruction programfor their child.

Such a programal so includes: group neetings with other parents
participating in the program individual and group |earning
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experiences with the parent and child; provision of resource
materials on child devel opnent and parent-child | earning
activities; and other activities that enable the parent to

i nprove learning in the hone.

Section 2423(g) would r equire each PIRC to subnit an annual
report onits activities. The report would include at |east:
the nunber and types of activities supported by the recipient
with programfunds; activities supported by the recipient that
served areas with high nunbers or concentrations of |owincome
famlies; and the progress nmade by the PIRC in achieving the
goals included in its application.

Section 2423(h) woul d prohi bit any individual from being
required to participate in any parent education program or
devel opnent al screening supported by programfunds. In
addition, PIRCs would be prohibited frominfringing on the right
of a parent to direct the education of their children. Finally,
the requirements of section 444(c) of the General Education
Provisions Act, relating to procedures protecting the rights of
privacy of students and their famlies in connection with
surveys or data-gathering activities, would apply to PIRG. Al
of these protections would be continued fromcurrent |aw

Section 2423(i) would authori ze the appropriation of such
suns as may be necessary for fiscal years 2001 through 2005 to
carry out the PIRC program

Section 2424, E senhower Regi onal NMathenmatics and Science
Educati on Consorti a. Section 2424 of the ESEA woul d aut hori ze
the establishment and operation of the B senhower Regi onal
Mat hemati cs and Sci ence Education Consortia. The E senhower
Consortia are currently authorized under Part Cof Title X I of
the ESEA |In addition to updating current lawto elinmnate
outdated or unnecessary provisions and maki ng structural
changes, section 2424 woul d elimnate sone of the current
aut hori zed uses of funds for the B senhower Consortia in order
to focus the uses of funds nore closely on the programis core
purposes. Section 2424 woul d al so authorize the appropriation
of such suns as nmay be necessary for fiscal years 2001 through
2005 to carry out the E senhower Consorti a.

I1-26



SUBPART 3 — TECHNCOLOGY- BASED TECHN CAL ASS| STANCE | NFCRVATI ON
DI SSEM NATI ON

Section 2431, V¢b-based and ot her infornation
di ssem nati on. Section 2431 of the ESEA woul d authorize the
Secretary to carry out, through grants, contracts, or
cooperative agreenents, a national system through the VWrl dw de
V¢b and ot her advanced tel ecomruni cations technol ogi es, that
supports interactive informati on sharing and di ssem nati on about
ways to inprove educational practices throughout the Nation. In
designing and i npl enenting this proposed information
di ssem nation system the Secretary would be required to create
opportunities for the continuing i nput of students, teachers,
adm ni strators, and other individuals who participate in, or nmay
be affected by, the Nation's educational system

The proposed new i nformation di ssem nation system woul d
include information on: (1) stimulating inst ructional materials
that are aligned with challenging content standards; and (2)
successful and innovative practices in instruction, professional
devel opnent, chal | engi ng acadenic content and student
per f ormance standards, assessnents, effective school
nmanagenent, and such other areas as the Secretary determnes are
appropri ate.

Under section 2431(a)(3)(A), the Secretary could require
the technical assistance providers funded under proposed Part D
of Title Il of the ESEA, or under Subpart 2 of Part Dof Title
Il of the ESEA (as amended by Title IIl of the bill), or the
educational |aboratories and cl eari nghouses of the Educati onal
Resources Information Center supported under the Educati onal
Resear ch, Devel oprnent, D ssemnation, and | nprovenent Act, to:
(1) provide information (including information on practices
enployed in the regions or States served by the providers) for
use in the proposed i nformation di ssem nation system (2)
coordinate their activities in order to ensure a unified system
of technical assistance; or (3) otherwi se participate in the
proposed i nfornation di ssem nati on system Under section
2431(a)(3)(B), the Secretary would be required to ensure that
these dissemnation activities are integrated with, and do not
duplicate, the dissenmination activities of the (dfice of
Educati onal Research and | nprovenent (CER), and that the public
has access, through this system to the |latest research,
statistics, and other infornation supported by, or available
from CER.
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Section 2431(b) would aut horize the Secretary to carry out
additional activities, using advanced tel econmuni cati ons
t echnol ogi es where appropriate, to assist LEAs, SEAs, tribes,
and other ESEA recipients in neeting the requirements of the
Governnent Perfornmance and Results Act of 1993. This assistance
coul d include information on neasuri ng and benchmar ki ng program
per f or mance and student out cones.

Section 2432 woul d aut horize the appropriation of such sums
as may be necessary for fiscal years 2001 through 2005 to carry
out Subpart 3.

SUBPART 4 — NATI ONAL EVALUATI ON ACTI M TI ES

Section 2441, national evaluation activities. Section 2441
of the ESEA would require the Secretary to conduct, directly or
through grants, contracts, or cooperative agreenents, such
activities as the Secretary deternines necessary to:

(1) determne what constitutes effective technical assistance;
(2) evaluate the effectiveness of the technical assistance and
di ssem nation prograns authorized by, or assisted under, Part E
of Title Il of the ESEA and the educational |aboratories, and
cl eari nghouses of the Educati onal Resources |Information Center,
supported under the Educational Research, Devel oprent,

D ssem nation, and | nmprovenent Act, (notwithstandi ng any ot her
provi sion of such Act); and (3) increase th e effectiveness of
t hose prograns.
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